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Faisnéiseoiri an Choimisidin

Bhi sé mar aidhm ag Coimisiun Béaloideasa Eireann grianghraif a ghlacadh da bhfaisnéiseoiri le go
bhféadfai aghaidh a chur leis an dbhar scriofa agus taifeadta a bailiodh uathu. Ta thart ar 4,000
grianghraf d’fhaisnéiseoiri 6 gach cearn den tir agus thar lear anois i gcartlann Chnuasach
Bhéaloideas Eireann, cuid mhaith acu ina ndiultain, agus cuid eile ina bpriontai. T4 cuid de na
priontai seo le feiceail anois sa taispeantas seo. Baill foirne agus cairde an Choimisiudin a ghlac
formhor na ngrianghraf né tugadh don Choimisiun iad thar na blianta agus léirionn na grianghraif
seo daoine idir 6g agus aosta a thug a gcuid ama go flaithiuil do bhailitheoiri an Choimisiuin. Ta
clpla duine mér le ra le feicedil sa bhailitichan seo, m.sh., grianghraf nua de Shedn O Briain 6 Loch
Conaortha, Ri-Scéalai larChonnacht agus Reidar Christiansen, an scoldire loruach a raibh an-tionchar

aige ar Shéamus O Duilearga.

Thosaigh cuid mhaith de na bailitheoiri [dnaimseartha ag bailiu dbhair ina gceantracha duchais féin,
ait a raibh aithne acu ar an bpobal, ar an gcanuint agus ar an gceantar. Ni mar sin a bhi gach aon
bhailitheoir, afach, agus bhi ar chuid mhaith acu dul ag bailii abhair i gceantracha nua ag pointe
éigin le linn ddibh a bheith ag bailiu. Mar sin de, ba gha aithne a chur ar fhaisnéiseoiri sna haiteanna
nua seo. Labhraidis leis an sagart pardiste nd an maistir scoile aitiuil leis na scéalaithe né
amhrénaithe ab fhearr sa cheantar a lorg. Uaireanta eile agus bailitheoir nua ag tosu, théadh Sean O
Suilleabhain (Cartlannai an Choimisitin) né Séamus O Duilearga (Stitirthdir an Choimisitin) thart ar
an gceantar leo, ag cabhru leo bualadh le faisnéiseoiri agus taithi a fhail ar an gceird. Go minic
bhiodh orthu dul sa tseans, bualadh amach chuig teach duine éigin, ag suil go gcuirfi failte rompu. Is

minic go gcuirti, mar a mhinionn an bailitheoir [dnaimseartha Jim Delaney in 1982:

As soon as he begins work in the field, the collector of Irish folklore realises how few are
these active tradition bearers, but he also become aware at the same time that the
sympathy and good will of the community towards them is also extended most generously to
him and his work of perpetuating their traditions and stories. It is this active and generous

sympathy for the collector that makes his work, not a task, but a joy and a delight.’



| measc na ngrianghraf, ta sraith bheag pictiur de Shile Bean Ui Shiothchdin, 6 Ghleann Cotdin, Co.

Chiarrai, a bhi céad bliain d’aois ag an am. Déanann Tadhg O Murchu cur sios uirthi, ar a teach agus

ar an bhfdilte a fuair sé ann:

Fig. 1. Sile Bean Ui Shiothchain agus Tadhg O Murchu, 1941

‘Nil ribe liath ‘na ceann fds. Bhi si
éadaithe ar a’ sean-nds — guna fada
plainin agus seaicéad agus
hainciarsur straidhpeach ar a ceann
... Bhi braon biotdille im’ phdca ‘gam
agus do thugas di é. D’imigh si chun
an driosur’ agus do thug si léi gloine
beag agus do lion amach taoscan as
a’ mbuidéilin. Cheapas gur chuichi
féin a bh si’a lionadh ach mas ea bhi
dearmad orm - niorbh’ ea in ao’ chor
ach chugam fhéin. Chaithfinnse an
chéad sciobas ‘6|, a deir si - gurbh
shin é dli bhéasa — ‘urraim don
fhireannach’. Bhios ‘a heiteach ar mo
dhicheall ach niorbh aon chabhair
dom é - chaithfinn é 6l n6 ni
bhlaisfeadh si féin diuir de. Sea!’

CBE 854: 183-186

Faisnéiseoir eile ab ea Micil Paor, 6n Seanphobal, Co. Phort Ldirge, ar ghlac an bailitheoir

[anaimseartha Nioclas Breathnach méran abhar uaidh, idir scéalta, seanchas agus amhrdin. Seo mar

a dhéanann Breathnach cur sios ar an seanchai ina dhialann in 1936:

‘LA saoire an 13 inniu agus tar éis aifrinn do chuir mé mo chuid giuirléidi i gcoir ceart agus i

dtidin agus d’imigh mé liom amach go dti’n Seanphobal agus 6 dheas go dti tigh m’uncail

Micil Paor, Curraichin. Ta ana-chuid i gceann Mhicil nar shil mé a bheith ann a chuigint agus



chuir sé iontas moér orm nuair a lion sé ocht mbosca dom go dti so. Ni mar mhagadh a

leithéid a dhéanamh.’ CBE 205: 369

Fig. 2. Micil Paor ag baint usdid as an eideafdén, Co. Phort Lairge

Is cinnte gur a bhui le dea-thoil a bhfaisnéiseoiri gur éirigh leis an gCoimisitin an oiread abhar a
bhailit thar tréimhse 35 bliain. Mar a scriobh Tadhg O Murchd faoi fhéile na nGael in Béaloideas i
1948: ‘Is décha, ‘a bhféadfai a bhfuil de thae 6lta agam i dtithibh na sean-daoine 6 thosnuigheas ar
an obair seo, ‘a bhféadfai i bhailiu n-aon chlais amhain agus loch a dhéanamh di, go snamhfadh long
chogaidh uirthi gan aon spleddhchas!’ Ag scriobh faoin mbailiichan grianghraf sa leabhar Seoda as

Cnuasach Bhéaloideas Eireann in 2010, deir Anne Burke:

‘In some way this becomes, in turn, a measure of the Commission’s success: its ability to
elevate ordinary people as the principal characters in the narration of Irish culture. The
extent to which this depended on a level of trust being established and of relationships
being formed that extended beyond the professional to the personal is similarly testified to

... Welcomed into informants’ homes, working and relaxing together, there is something



optimistic about this as a shared project, a redemptive investment in Irish culture which was
very specifically of its time and which was concerned ultimately with the reinvigoration of

Irish identity. In this context, the visualisation of the relationship between collector and

informant plays a crucial role.

Ta nios mé na 250 grianghraf nua anois ar fail ar duchas.ie agus pictilir d’fhaisnéiseoiri ar fud na tire
is mo atd iontu. Gan foighne, flaithiulacht agus dea-thoil na bhfaisnéiseoiri seo, is cinnte nach
n-éireodh chomh maith céanna leis an gCoimisitin béaloideas na hEireann a bhailit agus a

chaomhnu do na gldinte a lean.



Maire Bean Ui Ailiosa, Co. Chiarrai, 1941. M001.18.00807

Tadhg O Murchadha ina shui cois teallaigh, Co. Chiarrai, 1941. M001.18.00821



https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27481
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27495

Gobnait Ui Shuilleabhain ‘Gobnait na mBrég’, Co. Chiarrai. M001.18.00811


https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27485
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Mr Walker, an fioddir, Co. Chiarrai. M001.18.00814.



https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27488

Sile Bean Ui Shiothchain, 100 bliain d’aois, Co. Chiarrai. M001.18.00831



https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27505

Maire Ni Ghuithin agus triur eile ar an mBlacsaod Mér, 1935. M001.18.00779



https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27474
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27443
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James Maher, Co. Loch Garman. M002.13.00003
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27519

Sean O Briain, Ri-Scéalai larChonnacht, Loch Conaortha, Co. na Gaillimhe. M003.01.00533
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27532

Mrs. Mary Helen Devlin (Mary Helen Viddy) agus an bailitheoir Michael J.Murphy,
Co. Thir Eoghain, 1950. M004.32.00156
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27556
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/29006
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Sean O Laoidhe, An Cheathru Rua, Co. na Gaillimhe. M003.01.00565
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28844

Ciaran Bairéad ag bailiti 6 Shean Mhici O Curraoin. M003.01.00576
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28856
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28858
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Brighid Ni Ghadhra, Co.

Phort Lairge. M001.22.00108
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https://www.duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27414

Reidar Th. Christiansen, Baile Atha Cliath, 1960.
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An bailitheoir Sedn O Dubhda, Co. Chiarrai, 1953

M013.06.00041

.MO011.18.00037
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28987
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28953

John Keen 6 Oilean Mhanann, 1948. M007.34.00008
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28944

William O’Doherty agus speal ina ldmh, Co. Dhun na nGall. M004.29.00623
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28933
https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28924

Beirt chailini 6 Bogagh, Co, Dhun na nGall. 1935. M004.29.00614
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/28906

Sedn Sigerson ag caitheamh a phiopa agus ag gearradh tabac, An Rinnin Dubh, Cill Criochain, Co.
Chiarrai. M001.18.00760 .
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https://duchas.ie/ga/cbeg/27412

